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he Spirit Messenger. 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1852—New Serres. 
| THE TREASURE CELESTIAL. 
BY J. k. INGALLS. | 
3 All possesions are attainments of the internal principle which is in man. 
y Whatever he produces by personal effort, whatever he discovers by individ- a 
| ual search, and whatever he appreciates by mental exertion, that is, discov- | 
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ers a use for, are to him legitimate treasures—life results. He has no other. 
He who produces nothing, is himself nothing, productively. He who 
discovers no thing, no truth, is nobody. He who sees no use in the pro- 
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The internal faculties attach themselves to whatever they are able to 

produce, ot put to uses suggested by wisdom to any extent possessed. 

And this must be the limit of their possessions. Within those limits of 

course the individual must move and live. Only till he has extended 

those limits, can he embrace the superior ; and though there may be pro- 
phetic promptings which remind him that he is teally fitted for higher attach- 

ments, and whieh gave rise to the sublime apothegm, that “attraction is 

proportionate to destiny"; yet that attraction is never, and can never be 

consummated in destiny, until the soul by toil, by search, and unfolding of 

wisdom, has created for itself a higher order of possessions. To the physic- 

ally or mentally blind, there is no world of light. ° With all its vast posses- 

3 sions they can never, while im that condition, come in contact. Even 
5 though the eyes be opened and are confined to near and inferior. objects, 
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$ we all see the same external form; but what different impressions are con- 
f veyed by the same scenes to different minds! The glory of day to one is 


fmexpressible, to another its flowers, and verdure, and licht-bathed land- 
scapes—its ever varied hues and prospects, are tedious in detail and alto- 
gether unattractive. At night one sees an infinitude of worlds, rolling in 


undisturbed harmony through endless space—sees the imaginary lines of 
1 ‘travel wifielt they pursue, and reads the whole science of Astronomy at a 
| glance, coupled with spiritual suggestions unspeakable and full of glory. 
° “Another complains that itis dark, and he can toil or scheme no more; 


‘does not listen if you attempt to explain to him any phenomena; or, taking 
er i like the old lady with Newtoa, he may contend that 
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gratuitously bestowed. It is only man’s cupidity and injustice which mo- 
nopolize the lower physical possessions; but through which indeed the 
higher are often to be sought, and upon which they frequenily depend. 
Aside from this, however, there is no bar to possession, considered in its 
legitimate light. For that is no treasure, truly, to me, for which I have no 
need, however its want by a suffering brother— a want artificially created 
by the unnatural accumulations of avarice—may enhance its value to him. 
There ate most unjust, arbitrary impediments in our present social sys- 
tem, which interfere with man’s right to secure possessions, physical and 
mental, and of course moral and spiritual. These should and must be remov- 
ed, ere society will be prosperous, in any such sense as to secure peace and 
safety to the whole, or liberty and the pursuit of happiness to the in- 
dividual. | | | 

It cannot betoo deeply impressed upon the minds of men, that all restrict- 
tions upon the natural and full attainment of all necessary means for sub- 
sistence, the pursuit of happiness, the development of the physical, menial 
moral and spiritual powers, aud the harmonious unfolding of all the native 
energies of the soul, are of human origin, misapprehension and wrong. In 
Nature all things are free and gladsome, it only being in human society, 
3 — lene — — out 
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ecm — nA it will only prove thatthe indì- 
vidual at one point has been over-estimated, and at the other has not been 
given credit for experiences, which are a sort of attainment, very dearly 
bought often, but then also serviceable. EE w pare of 
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its most esteemed wealth. It is a subject of wonder with many good peo- 
plo, that any mortals should be sodarkened in mind as to worship the idols 
they themselves have made. Yetthe most credulous worshiper will tell 
you it is but an outward likenéss of the Deity he has mentally conceived. 
Does not all worship partake of this character? The God you worship, and 
the fetish to which the poor African makes sacrifices, are no more different 
than your characters. He worships his highest conceptions of the divine; 
you do, and can do, no moro. You are both, perhaps, culpable for sitting 

, indolent, indifferent to the inward promptings to higher attainments and 
conceptions. Have you not in reality created a God in your own likeness ? 
What is the evil in regard to it is, you have satisfied yourself with a per- 
sonification of your first and rudest ideal. It is true that the omnipresent 
Deity resides not in particular forms, while it is through forms alone that we 
ean be impressed with ideas of his perfection, the highest forms of which 
ever man has attained a conception, being to him a God, all he ean know of 
God. The Polytheism of the Greeks, lepraving as it ultimately became 
‘through undue attachments to old forms and things, was, in its history, 
nevertheless, instructive. — They were conceived and decreed a place on 
Olympus, as the ideas of men were quickened by study or experience, 
Did men build a city they readily conceive it will be taken under the care 

of the deity corresponding to the motives which prompted them, and the 
mental or moral advancement they had made. They had a God of the 
field, of the vineyard, of the sea, as they emerged from the pastoral to the 
commercial life ; then deities who presided over learning, the arts, music 
eee Their idea of the perfectness of each and all 
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Should such an anomaly occur, of a child becoming a man in a day, — 
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All that we prize as earthly wealth, we should bear in mind, is but the 
accumulation of evanescent forms, which are to be used, not preserved 
and embalmed in the human affections. This error and this alone is idol- 
atry. And whether it is a bag of gold, a marble statue, or a traditionary 
impression cherished in the mind, the heart clinging to it allows no place 
to truths and elements of s which should be gamered up in those 
ever higher forms, through which the spiritual essence of things seeks te 
reveal itself, and which is the only real and substantial riches. 

Change irrevocable awaits every external form and ming. We cannot 
retain them if we would. The very form itselfwhich brings us in contact 
with these sensual objects, will decay before they will, perhaps, and de- 
stroy forever our connection with them. The voice of Wisdom, then, whispers 
“Let the lower ever give place to the higher; submit to this law of change 
not as the greatest evil, but as the greatest good; in the place of mourning 
over the lost mementoes of past attainments, strive for the realization and 
ever-growing conceptions of more beautiful truth and more enduring goed.” 
For struggle as we may, the soul and these earth-idols must be severed. 
If they will not give place to objects of more exalted interest, the time 
must come when the idol will be destroyed, or the soul itself severed from 
its relation with all outward forms, and made todepend on 8 forces 
and attainments ; for this is the uniform of 
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ical and perishable ‘deumhdlations. Even the more permanent and desiras 

ble physical attainments are gradually approached and 
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R has ever been an odject with me, to dissipate superstitious lears, es: 
pecially of the future, because where they exist, the mind cannot be free 
to investigate the truth of things. Fear is timid, cowardly, as well as cruel. 
lt bars the windows of the soul against the very light of heaven. Yet 
there may be an opposite extreme, a complete recklessness, which diste- | 
Sands the natural result and tendency of action. Be it known, then, that a 
our wealth depends entirely on ourselves, whether it shall be little or great. 
be mere earthly and sensual, or 2 treasure of knowledge, of loved and A 
holy ı memories, and interior growth ef powers which shall grasp divine el- š 
ements and control them for noble uses. Be it also remembered, that all 
| st change, all earthly wealth fade away from the spirit in its up- 
inp; and that however obstinately, blindly, ott a 
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begin where this ends, or there ean be no future life. There may be new © 
creations, the veriest sceptie never denied this; but life there cannot be 
eet om eee with what mental and moral treasures _ 
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lo the exclusion of heavenly influences, for confirmations of his particular 
thesis. Buthe nowhere finds them. Forms, creeds and books have all 
passed away with his form ; the treasures which have enchained the heart, 
were after all earthly, aud he finds kimself in a new land without resour- 
ces, and without any foundation upon which to rest. The miser dies, and 
having ordered his secret stores to be arrayed before him, in his death- 
grasp he strives to bring nearer to his heart the glittering metal for which 
he has sacrificed soul and body. May not his spirit after the body has 
been decomposed hover still around the bank-vault, and the business-mart, 
where fortunes are made and lost! With all his affection for gold, he can- 
not find a grain; the object of his idolatry and worship has disappeared 
with the fleeting things of time and sense, and that terrible plague, poverty, 
which had been feared all his life, aud had at last become a madness, is 
now realized. Of all earth’s children who have passed this way, none so 
poor as he; and life must begin anew, the spiritual bankrupt commence 


on the hordamaí onatives. maid, to labor for the treasures which should have 
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HEAVENLY REALITIES. 


A VOICE OF WELCOME. 


gs that once were fur 
mop — the dismal shade , 


Forms all-lovely perish where 
The beautitul is born to fade. 


Shadows stealing o'er the light, 
ae i Veil the smiles of earth in gloom ; 

* *. and joys serenely bright, 

N n Fill the measure of the tomb. 


ee Voiceful stream! in their flow, 
oe» Muarmuring y to the ear, | 
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9 SSO Blooming flowers with gentle breath, 

` and faint on Ña ture’s breast ; ~ 
5 c Winqs that chant the song of death, 

bia af Lull the mapp" form to rest. 
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USE OF SPIRITUAL TRUTH. 
BY R. p. AMBLER 


All truth is possessed of a divine use. There is no principle of Nature 
Which is utterly destitute of power; there is no reality in the Universe 
which is not endowed with a godlike nature, containing in itself the es- 
sence of enduring life. And all truth is one, united in all its parts and ele- 
ments, and having a tendency to accomplish one grand design. The laws 
which operate in the material creation, are the outward expressions of 
move interior principles which have relation to the spiritual elements ; and 
all external forms — the embodiments of life and beauty that fill the Uni- 
verse, are but the representatives of unexplored truths that dwell in the deep 
heart of Nature. Thus there ismanifested to the comprehensive view, a 
beautiful and unbroken system of truth, which embraces both the material 
and spiritual creations in its perfect and all-expanding fulness; and this 
mighty system of truth, in all its length and breadth and depth, has rela- 
tion to the highest use which mortals can conceive, even as it proceeds 
from the infinite wisdom which no human thought can grasp. 

But there is a special and higher department of truth, which has a direct 
reference to the end of human development and progress. I allude to the 


principles of spiritual philosophy which are being unfolded to the percep- 
tions of expansive minds in the present age. In the novelty with which 


these principles are invested, the bearing and ultimate use of which they 
are possessed are not at once clearly discerned by the sensual mass; and 
hence it occurs that the inquiry is often made, of what use are all the truths 
and phenomena connected with the manifestations of spiritual presence ? 
In replying to this inquiry, I will first remark that spiritual truth has had 
an influence to remove the false and perverting doctrines of men. For 
long ages in the past, the world has been the repository of creeds and the- 
ories, which are founded on the perversions of human reason and the errors 


of misdirected minds. These creeds and theories, becoming deeply impress- 4 


ed and rooted in the mind, were ultimately made the standard with which 
the metit of every thought was compared and tested. The beautiful reali- 

ties of Nature were forgotten in the reverence for old sayings and dogmas 
which were allowed to supplant the simple teachings of Reason. Thus 
the human mind was weakened and restricted in its action; and though 
the great thoughts of the soul would sometimes break forth as gleams of 


heavenly light, they were at once crashed and buried beneath the accu- | 
mulated errors of centuries. In this manner the race was retarded in its 
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progress, prevented from attaining the results towards which the innate de- 
sires of man naturally tend, and depressed with a thousand enslaving and 
superstitious fancies, that originated in the darkness of ignorance and bige 

try. When the world was thus overshadowed with a mantle of gloom— 
when the noblest powers of the soul were weakened and suppressed, and 
when the glorious principles of Nature were buried beneath old creeds and 
theories, the dawn of freedom came to the enslaved spirit, in the flowing 
light of immortal truth—in the utterances of angelic love. 

The blessing of spiritual presence has also inspired the soul with a faith 
in the endless life and progress of man. Dark and fearful were the 
thoughts of past generations. Immortality appeared as buta passing dream 
which the shadows of the grave might forever obscure. There dwelt in 
the human mind no certain prospect of a continued life, when death had 
stilled the pulsations of the heart. The speculations that were indulged 
with respect to the future existence, were all vague and dreamy as the 
shadows of twilight. No mind may realize the hopeless woe that came 
as darkness to the souls in which the light of the future was extinguished. 
The forms around which the most sacred affections were entwined, 
were borne to theirsilent rest; and beside the tomb where their dust re- 
posed, there were tearful eyes and aching hearts that knew not the light 
of the immortal joy. And then beneath the weight of bitter anguish, with 
life's hopes and joys all crushed and withered, the poor mourners wander- 
ed in the paths of earth as amid a dismal waste. But the angels have 
visited those mourners in their despair. They have lifted up the faint and 
bleeding heart. They have breathed the inspiration of hope and faith. 
They have wiped the tears from weeping eyes, and bade the downcast 
soul look up to Heaven. Immortality has been demonstrated by the spirit- 
ual power; and the glorious destiny of man—a destiny whose greatness 
ne earthly thought may embrace—has been thus shadowed to the soul. 

With emotions of serene joy, the mortal may stand on the shores of the 
infinite sea, and look forth on its boundless bosom. Through all the depths 
of coming time leads the bright pathway of endless life, and up, far up, 
amid the ever-increasing light, where worlds on worlds of glory rise in their 
majestic order, the angels ascend to still higher states, forming the un- 
broken line of being through which the truth and wisdom of the Divinity 
are caused to flow. It is a great thing to feel the destiny that awaits the 
soul,—50 grand, so exalted, so infinite! Turn thy view, O man, from the 
altars of earth, and worship in the courts of the celestial temple. Lock 
before thee into the abyss of ages, and see the well-springs of thine ex- | 
hauetiess RRR y. 
A, fpe imes of thine endless progress! What now appears the transient: 
# 9 earth, compared with that measure of infinity which has n end! 
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The spirit is more mighty than all changing forms; it is more bright than 
the stars which shine in heaven ; it is more beautiful than the flower that 
blooms in spring; and though it fie od as atrembling flame on the earth- 
ly altar, sending out its feeble scintillations amid the surrounding gloom, 
yet shall it glow with a new life and thrill with a joy unspeakable, as it as- 
cends to breathe the light and love that fill the inner sanctuary of God, 

Such are the revealments from the world of spirits—such the unfolding 
and influence of angelic thought. Can the soul which realizes its own 
dignity and destiny as thus revealed, ask again the use of spiritual tenth? 
Rather let it yield tothe influence which this truth is designed to exert, 
that it may thus be elevated in all its thoughts and conception —putiſied in 
all its motives and feelings. O blessed is the world while itis not yet 
wholly conscious of the blessing,—as the infant on its mother’s bosom 
knows not the source of the life that swells its own! Yet itis a joy to see 
on the thirsting minds of earth, some feeble impression of the influence 
which spirits have long labored to exert. Itisa joy to see that the great 
soul of humanity looks upward when the angels call—that the good, the 
true and the beautiful are made the objects of human labor, and that the 
faint gleamings of a more radiant Sphere, are thrilling in the hearts of 
men. 


HYMNS OF NATURE. 
BY FANNY GREEN, 


EVENING. 


Stoop gently down, O beautiful and holy Night! Let me lay my head 
upon thy bosom, and be still. Cover me with thy soft mantle of mists 
and shadows, that I may listen undisturbed. Let my spirit flow into thy 
spirit, and utter itself in the vesper song of Nature. 

Day is for work. While the sun is high there is no proper repose for 
man, animal, or plant; for light excites all life into a constant tendency 

to action. But when the stimulant has exhausted its energy—when the 
frame is over-weary, and the soul hungers for a truer nutriment, Evening 
Lope her Taney sitas Ghi the Cay and ite abay seat Sipe aOR 
sing the sweet hymn of rest. 

Bee the bright Flowers, like innocent children, that bow their young 

—— •—Uœüũ oe they ſold 
— rent —— 
* The shake off the 

vel of Light, and bathe themselves with a thrill of joy, as it wete anew 
sense of freedom, in the serene air. ; 


1 troops, the Stars appear; and as they sirike 
tic anthem of ages, they are fresh and youth- 
n the) ether, in the early morning oí Time. And 
ive Moon, as she treads the clear-obseure, pours out from her 
t, whose harmony touches not the ear, but infuses 
i ness into the listening soul. 

The hived msects murmer not, forthe song of the day is hushed in the 
impalpable melody of dreams; and the Minstrel-Birds, while the tired 
wing is folded to rest, utter the more ethereal music of harmonious silence. 
The loving Dew, like a thought of prayer, tenderly touches every bending 
leaf and drooping flower; and perfume, like an incense of true worship 
from a thousand altars, pervades the air. Who does not feel in all these 
a spiritual presence, as if they who have loved and left us were exhaling 
blessings, or angels were breathing on the world in copious streams of pu- 
rity and peace. 

But hark! the Wind is up again! and whatever it salutes catches the 
inspiration of its voice. It breathes on the acacia trees, and ali the stirring 
leaves trip like the light feet of dancers to the melody that woke them; 
and ere they sink down on their delicate foot-stalks, they touch their green 
lips together, with a good-night kiss. It chants a hymn of repose—of rest 
for the weary, and the foliage of the cottage-roof tree keeps time to the 
music that hushes and soothes, with the sweet freshness of its breath, the 
slumberers below. Itwalks with a prolonged and sonorous murmer through 
the green arches of the wood. It whistles with a keen echo over the 
sedges by the brook-side, and its shrill voice is yet more thrilling, as itruns 
along the sharp edges of the bending grass. It pours its gurgling melody 
into the yoice of the singing brook, and comes with a greatness of sound 
that is felt rather than heard, from the swell of the distant sea. And are all 
these beautiful ministrations of no value, because they cannot be convert- 
ed into coin! Listen, O man, to the voice of thy own soul, and know that 
thy mission here is not alone to develop, and nurture, and pamper the 
body; but every voice, and form, and expression, and thought of beauty is 
given to nourish thy more exalted nature, that it may grow into the charac- 
ter, and ascend into the fellowship of higher spirits, angels, and God. 


Ere Morning shone on the gloom of chaos, or the perfection of the Uni- 
verse became manifest in outward forms, an angel, born in the heart of 
Deity, breathed on the great deep. And lo! beneath that breath, the gloom ; 
dissolved—light was diffused amid the darkness; Beauty leaped forth to em- 
brace its kindred Life, and Order shaped the rising forms of Nature. That an 
gel was Love. It is still breathing on the wastes of life, and pours its 


blessing in the human heart. 


PROGRESS OF RELIGION 
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The annexed communication has been kindly furnished by Hon. J. W. 
Edmonds, this having been received by him through an interesting and re- 
liable medium, by whom he has obtained numerous teachings from hig 


iends of an elevated and trathful nature. As will be seen, the pre. 
sent is designed to illustrate the spiritual and religious progress of 
the race, and will doubtless be perused with interest by the inquiring reader, 


4 R. P. À. 


Ot the transmigratory period of man’s existence we have no history at 
present. The development of mankind on the globe would be interesting 
to us, if we could understand it. 

Men were originally of much greater size than at present, attaining to 
fifteen or nineteen feet; which will hereafter be proved by skeletons, and 
has in fact been already partially proved, although there are but few now 
in existence, the period intervening having been so long that they have 
decayed and undergone many chemical changes. 

And as the inhabitants were much larger and coarser, so the earth was 
much more rough and coarse, Fifteen hundred or two thousand years was 
the common period of life with them. All the animals as well as mon 
which then inhabited the earth, lived much longer than at the present day, 
and were generally of much larger frame. 

This is called the migratory period, for the reason that men were but a 
stop above the beasts; reason did not have as much sway as the senses, 

Near the time of which history gives no account, there were great organ- 
ic changes in all that appertained to the earth, mankind and animals, There 
seemed to be a leveling of the surface, fitting it for beings of higher eapac- 
ities and higher natures. | 

Our history, which is handed down to us in tho bible, commences shorts 
ly after this period of the primitive age of reason, when reason began to 
ssume a superior relation to the senses. 

If we will reflect a moment on the past, we will at once perceive 
Adam was thought to be perfect. Distance lends enchantment, 
$ wrapped in mystory and ever apt to be magnified. It is not in the ease 

idar that we perceive the only instance, but through all ages mankind 

ne to revere the past—those who have been men like themselves, 

le y them. Even to the t day not more than a hundred years 
a glory which is not merited. And in the ages of ignorance and 
a? 
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superstition, Men were wont more than atthe present to deify that which they 
had not seen, but whose good qualities they had heard of. They seemed, as 
a matter of course, a matter of pride, to claim to have descended from 
those who had been perfect, and this is why almost every nation, which 
Aas a religion of its own, claims to have descended from the gods. Some 
are descendants of children on earth, some of children in the skies—all of 
some perfect Adam of beings. 

Adam and Eve are represented as being the sole proprieters and mhab - 
itants of the Eden of pleasure, and nothing was for them to do, but eat, drink 
and live, which, we know, is contragenial to the nature of man. The beasts 
eat, drink and die, and should man do no more than they while he claims 


Ë higher station, a superior intellect, what would be his use! 


Wden the age of primitive reason began, then men began to understand 
à higher feeling. They began to feel there was a superior being who 
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ae their ignorance of the laws of nature, the most progressed among them 

ascendency and held the most despotic sway over other minds, 
because they understood more of the laws of nature than their fellows, and 
still had not enough of the spiritual principle about them to impart their 
knowledge, but as gained from the gods,—this being the strongest authority 
recognized by the human mind. For nothing is more eagerly sought for, 
than to ascertain whence we came and what shall be our future destiny. 
That, from the primitive age of reason, has been man’s main inguiry. 
Those priests knew that their power lay in the ignorance of their fellow 
beings, and their enligtenment in the laws of nature was warred against and 
violently opposed by them. But there were those among them who were 
friends to humanity, true philosophers, free inquirers, who in spite of bitter 
anathemas and horrid denunciations which would make the weak quail, 
and fear, and close their mouths, spoke out manfully. 


Low re 


TRUST OF THE SOUL. 


The being which has its home in the depths of the human frame, loves 
the truth that there is no source of trust which — bet, Gad. omt 
is ia adapa sieht tp mapt on Pare A and pro 
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sirous of rest as to trust to a broken reed, but let it put confidence in the 


right, the true and the good, believing that the internal is the real and that 
wisdom is not born of earth. R. P.A, 


GEMS OF SPIRIT-THOUGHT. 


Time has no beginning and no end. Infinity on infinity bears the soul 
back into the depths of the past, while eternity on eternity, in an intermin- 
able series, carries it far away into the bosom of the future. Hence there 
is no time when God began to exist; and there shall be no time when his 
dominion shall pass away; for He is an inhabitant of that soul-lit infinity 
which fills the expanse of unending ages. It is well thatthe soul can rev- 

erence what it cannot conceive, else would the boundlessness of endless 
time fail to make its impress there; but it is better that the seul should 
become inwardly expanded, that while it wonders and adores, the great 
immensity of creative Life may be mirrored in its depths. 


The human soul may be likened to a flower. It contains the germ of 
inward life which unfolds beneath the gentle breath of Heaven. The flow- 
er should not be placed in the cold and dark where it would be chilled and 
withered, but it should be caused to unfold with the aid of the congenial 
influences which are seen in the sunlight and the dew. So the soul should 
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THE SPIRIT MESSENGER. 


Tuis Journal which, from its commencement, has lived beneath the 
protecting care of angelic ministers, continues to be sustained in its benef. 
icent work, and will still go forth upon its mission to breathe peace on 
earth and good will to men. It will be devoted, as heretofore, to au inves- 
tigation of the laws of Nature, the relations of Spirit aud Matter, the prin- 
ciples of Social Reform, and the beautiful realities connected with Spirit- 
val Intercourse and the Destiny of Man. 
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a on the first and fifteenth day of every month, from his Office, 208 
Broadway, corner of Fulton Street, New York. Price of subscription 
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THE SPIRIT MESSENGER. 


Tuis Journal which, from its commencement, has lived beneath the 


protecting care of angelic ministers, continues to be sustained in its benef- 


icent work, and will still go forth upon its mission to breathe peace on 
earth and good willtomen. It will be devoted, as heretofore, to an inves- 
tigation of the laws of Nature, the relations of Spirit and Matter, the prin- 
ciples of Social Reform, and the beautiful realities connected with Spirit- 
val Intercourse and the Destiny of Man. 

TERMS. — Tue Spirit MESSENGER will be published by R. P. 
Ambler, on the first and fifteenth day of every month, from his Office, 208 
Broadway, corner of Fulton Street, New York. Price of subscription 
$1.00 per annnm, PAYABLE IN ¿LL CASES IN ADVANCE. [3 For a remit- 
tance of $5.00 six copies will be sent to one address. 


SPIRITUAL WORKS. 


Tue Spirirvan TEACHER: comprising a Series of Twelve Lectures on 
the Nature and Development of the Spirit. Written by Spirits of the 
Sixth Circle. R. P. Ambler, Medium. This work, dictated by an unseen 
— n in tha presence of responsible witnesses, was written in pre- 
be hours and forty-three minutes. The subjects of which it 
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